
                             Land Reforms in India 

 

Land Reforms usually refers to redistribution of Land from rich 
to poor. It includes 

• Regulation of Ownership 
• Operation, Leasing, sale 
• Inheritance of Land 

 

In an agrarian economy like India with massive inequalities of 
wealth and income, great scarcity and an unequal distribution 
of land, coupled with a large mass of people living below the 
poverty line, there is strong economic and political arguments 
for land reforms. 

 

Due to all these compelling reasons, Land reforms had 
received top priority by the governments at the time of 
independence. The Constitution of India left the adoption and 
implementation of the land reforms to the state governments. 
This has led to a lot of variations in the implementation of land 
reforms across states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Economic Arguments in Favour of Land Reforms 

 

Given these observations, one could make an argument in 
favour of land reform based not only on equity considerations 
but also on efficiency considerations. For example, the inverse 
relationship between farm size and productivity suggests that 
land reform could raise productivity by breaking (less 
productive) large farms into several (more productive) small 
farms. Also, lower productivity under sharecropping suggests 
that land reform could raise productivity by converting 
sharecroppers into owner-cultivators. 

 



The Objectives of Land Reforms in India were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After Independence, attempts had been made to alter the 
pattern of distribution of land holdings based on four types 
of experiments. 

 

 

 



The Government over the years defined the aim of land 
reforms to cover the following: 

 

 

  

 



The land reforms legislations passed/undertaken by all the 
state governments mainly covers and converges to the 
common themes/measures of the following: 

 

 

Abolishment of Intermediaries 

1. It was widely recognised that the main cause of stagnation in 
the agriculture economy was to a large extent due to 
exploitative agrarian relations. 

2. The Chief instrument of the exploitation were the intermediaries 
like Zamindars, patronised and promoted by the British 
government. 

3. About 60% of the area under cultivation was under the 
Zamindari system on the eve of the Independence. The States 



took the task of abolishing the intermediaries like Zamindars by 
passing the legislations. 

4. The government estimates state that in total during first four 
Five years Plan, 173 million acres of land was acquired from 
the intermediaries and two crores tenants were given land to 
cultivate. 

5. Abolition of intermediaries is generally agreed to be one 
component of land reforms that have been relatively 
successful. The record in terms of the other components is 
mixed and varies across states and over time. Landowners 
naturally resisted the implementation of these reforms by 
directly using their political clout and also by using various 
methods of evasion and coercion, which included registering 
their own land under names of different relatives to bypass the 
ceiling, and shuffling tenants around different plots of land, so 
that they would not acquire incumbency rights as stipulated in 
the tenancy law. 

6. The success of land reform has been driven by the political will 
of specific state administrations, the notable achievers being 
the left-wing administrations in Kerala and West Bengal. 

Tenancy Reforms 

Tenancy reforms included the following set of measures: 

• Regulation of rent 
• Security of tenure 
• Ownership rights of tenants 

Tenants in India are classified into 

• Occupancy Tenants: They enjoy permanent right over land and 
cannot be evicted easily. 

• Tenants at will: They do not enjoy any right over land and can 
be evicted by the landlords anytime. 

Therefore, to protect the tenants at will and subtenants, the 
tenancy reforms are passed by the various state governments. 


